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BLOOD, OIL AND SAND. By Ray Block. 
(Cleveland and New York: The World 
Publishing Co., 1952. 246 pages and In- 
dex, $3.50). 


Mr. Block, noted war-time correspondent in the 
Middle East, gives us an interesting account of the 
current situation in that troubled area. Paramount 
among its problems is the struggle of the powers for 
its oil, complicated by the factors of internal in- 
stability and resurgent nationalism. This situation, 
Mr. Block feels, will lead to the outbreak in the not 
too distance future of another war. He is frankly 
critical of United States foreign policy, which he 
considers responsible for the deterioration of’ the 
western position in the Middle East. 


GENERAL INTEREST 


AMERICA AND THE MIND OF EUROPE. 
Edited by Lewis Galantiere. (New York: 
Library Publishers, 1952. 125 pages, $2.75). 


This nation, in the position of world leadership 
thrust upon it by the exigencies of the post-war 
period, must ask itself the question: What do Euro- 
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peans think of the United States? Some of the 
answers to this question may be found in this little 
book which examines post-war intellectual develop- 
ments in Europe with particular reference to the 
attitude of the European intellectual toward the 
United States. 


SHANGHAI CONSPIRACY. By Charles A. 
Willoughby. (New York: E. P. Dutton & 
Co., Inc., 1952. 315 pages and Introduc- 
tion, $3.75). 


This study of Far Eastern Russian espionage is 
written by Gen. MacArthur’s Chief of Intelligence. 
It is based on the Soviet espionage ring headed by 
Dr. Sorge, which was uncovered in Japan just be- 
fore Pearl Harbor. The book tells the story of this 
ring, and one-third of the book is composed of 
Dr. Sorge’s own story, as written in a Japanese 
prison. Gen. Willoughby shows how the same pat- 
tern is being repeated today in the Orient. He 
points up the link between what he discovered 
during his investigations and the Communists in the 
United States. He feels that the influence of these 
Communists, fellow-travelers and “prostituted 
liberals” accounts for our present China policy. 
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